
Explore The Greenery!
We’re excited you’re here! Want to do something fun? Check off the different spots  

on our map as you explore the Greenery’s Garden Center and Gift & Home Shop. It’s fun for all ages!

After you check off all the spots on the map, visit the Potting Shed to collect a PRIZE!

Check it Out and Check it Off 

 Cool Off in The Shade Garden

 Explore The Planter Place

 Pose for a Picture Under The Arbor

 See The Century Plant

 Peruse The Coastal Corner

 Visit The Shade House

 Adventure Through “The Jungle” in the Greenhouse

 Find Your Zen in The Butterfly Garden

 Explore the Gift & Home Shop

 Get Lost in Fountains and Statuary

 Soak Up Some Rays in the Sunny Plant Section

 Collect Your Prize at The Potting Shed!
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—  E M P LOY E E  OW N E D  —



to a barge at Buckingham Landing. It carefully floated across Skull 
Creek to Hudson's Landing, where it was then transported on a flatbed 
trailer to where it stands today on William Hilton Parkway. 

After years of operating the landscape business out of the beautiful 
church, The Greenery was expanding and needed new office space. 
In 2005, the Edwards decided to transform the building into an 
antiques and Gift Shop filled with whimsical treasures for gardens, 
gifts, and home. 

Celebrating 50 Years!
Welcome to The Greenery Garden Center, a Hilton 
Head Island haven that reflects all things Lowcountry 
living. The year 2023 was a special milestone for our 
company, as we celebrated 50 years in business! 

The Greenery is just one of a small handful of Hilton 
Head Island businesses that has been able to survive 
under the same ownership. Keep reading to learn a bit 
more about our company's special history, including 
how our Gift & Home Shop was once a historic church 
building that was relocated to its current location.
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HOW IT ALL BEGAN

Berry and Ruthie Edwards signed the papers to purchase a 
small landscape nursery on the hood of their car 50 years 
ago. Berry was a textiles executive and Ruthie held an art 
degree from Rollins College. The couple knew not one 
thing about plants but they felt an opportunity was calling 
for them to purchase the small property with a staff of six 
employees and a couple of old pickup trucks.

THE GIFT & HOME SHOP
The Greenery's Garden Center and Gift Shop have humble 
beginnings. After purchasing The Greenery in 1973, 
owners Ruthie and Berry Edwards decided to relocate a 
historic wooden church building from Ridgeland to Hilton 
Head Island to serve as the main building for their new 
business. It's believed the church was built in 1873 by newly 
freed slaves using reclaimed wood from an abandoned 
plantation building that was plundered during the Civil 
War. The building remains one of the first African-American 
churches in the region. 

Moving the church to Hilton Head Island was no small 
feat. At the time, the island was only accessible by 
drawbridge or boat. The steeple, belfry and roof had to be 
removed before starting the journey to its new home. The 
church was loaded onto a flatbed truck, then transferred 

THE GREENERY TODAY
Fast forward five decades and The Greenery has transformed from 

a Hilton Head Island-based landscaping firm to one of the most 

successful employee-owned companies in the Southeast. With locations 

in Daytona, Greenville, Savannah, Jacksonville, Amelia Island, Beaufort, 

Bluffton, Charleston, Kiawah Island, Mount Pleasant, Palmetto Bluff, and 

Summerville—it's safe to say that The Greenery is continuing to grow a  

strong legacy throughout the 

southeast that the Edwards family 

could not have imagined 50 years ago. 

Thank you for visiting our little slice of Hilton Head Island paradise! 

Scan this QR code to learn more 
about the history of the Church from 

our Founder Berry Edwards!


